Basic Care of   Fruit Beetles

Housing 

The best kind of housing is either a glass tank or ridged plastic Vivarium. A tank of round about 12" x 18" to 18" x 24 should be ok for a small colony.

The tank should be filled with a soil such as potting compost or peat leaving a gap of up to four inches for adults to emerge. Also a layer of  leaves.( oak beech and sweet chestnut are best).  It also helps to mix in a small amount of rotting wood odf one or more of these tree species. Certainly the larger fruit beetle grubs  like Chelorhina need the additional nutrients 

Be  sure that the substrate doesn’t contain any pesticides and fertilizers and stays slightly moist but not wet. 

Fruit beetles like good light levels so a lamp with a low wattage bulb placed directly overhead during the daytime will encourage adults to be active and breed and provide some radiant heat. If the room is cool a heatmat may also be used to maintain temperature.
Maintenance 

Ensure the temperature is around 23 – 26ºC  daytime , 5-8 ºC lower at night 

Ensure the substrate is kept moist, with a sprayer 

The occasional sift through the substrate to remove any food that may have been buried but be careful not to disturb cocoons or eggs. 

Keep the levels of leaves (and wood) topped up

Feeding 

Adults:

The adults need fresh fruit such as Banana and Apple, which should be sliced and can be placed on a flat tray or small bowl. Providing them with fresh fruit will also give them additional moisture as providing a water bowl can be messy. As well as this you can provide them with oats, fish food or cat biscuits. 

Larvae:

A good staple diet for the grubs of most fruit beetles is rotten leaves and wood, which should be collected from the ground and must be brown and decaying and keep topping up as it disappears. 

